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The Parish of Yatton Moor 

St. John the Evangelist, Kenn,  
All Saints’, Kingston Seymour  

St Mary the Virgin, Yatton 
 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
at Kingston Seymour Village Hall 

 
Thursday – 18th April 7.30pm 

 
Everyone is invited to the Cheese and Wine 
from 7.00pm  prior to the 7.30pm start of the 
APCM. 
 
Copies of the  Parish of Yatton Moor Annual 
Report for 2012 are available in all churches - 

  

Catering from Kenn. 
 
Volunteers have been requested in order to fulfil 
our contribution to the refreshments for; 
 
'HELLO' to Warren Williams, at his Licensing on 
Monday 8th April, 7pm at Kingston Seymour. 
There is a list in St John's  (or contact me), please 
sign up to make a loaf of sandwiches or a cake. 
 
'GOODBYE' to Ian Hubbard at his 'Farewell'     
service and lunch at St Mary's Yatton, Sunday 
14th April. Our contribution to this is to provide 12  
desserts, each to serve eight people. Please sign 
up to the list in church or contact me.  
 
Thank you, Julia Bush 01275 873554 

April Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 
1st  Clare Hibbs 
         Mike  Beardshaw (60) 
3rd  Antonis Papasolomontos 
      Avril Withyman 
4th  Rosie Treble 
6th  Andrea Walters 
7th  Jo Batten 
       Archie James Alexander 
8th  Emma Brooks (Fenwick) 
10th  Anna Edwards         
13th Troy Gale 
16th Brian Cook 
19th Spencer Jordan  
        John Ball (60) 
21st Barbara Mi ddleton 
22nd Liz Jaehme 
23rd Mary Willcox 
        Talitha Stowell 
24th Margaret Ball 
        Emily Golding-Ellis 
25th Jeannie Bessant 
         Ruby Bessant 
         Harry Bessant 
28th Theresa Walters 
29th Miles Naish 

KENN ALTAR GUILD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

APRIL ROTA 
 

Irene Stowell and Margaret Bessant 

April Services.  
 
Please refer to the service timetable in 
KN&V  (page 18)   as the April services are 
a bit topsy-turvy, due to the comings and 
goings of all these vicars. 

Our Flag   was flown several times in March 

  

Friday 1st March  at half mast for the funeral of  

Deryck Russell Bell. 

 

Monday 18th/Tuesday 19th March at half-mast to 

mark the passing of Raymond Victor Naish  and for his 

funeral  on Wednesday 27th March.  

Thursday 28th March to mark the 90th birthday of 

Pam Stuckey 

Friday 29th March at half mast to mark the passing of 

Harry Viles. also Good Friday. 

 

Saturday 30th March for the Golden Wedding 

Anniversary of Jean and Fred Fenwick  
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Altar Guild Supper 

 

Supper to be held in Drum and Monkey on 

2nd April at 7.30pm 

 

Please let Marianna know if you wish to come. 

Last time we did this we had over 30 attend 

which made quite a party!! 

 

Proposed Outing 

 

How about a trip to Highgrove, any other ide-

as 

 

 

 
March 'New Room' Coffee Morning  
 
Thanks to the generosity of the folk at the 
March coffee morning, I am able to send £65 
to the Starlight Foundation, which enables  
disabled and terminally ill children to realise 
some of their special dreams.  
 
Julia Bush 

 
Mothering Sunday in Kenn 

 

Kenn's March Family Service was moved 
to Mothering Sunday, the second Sunday 
of the month.  

 
Posies, made the afternoon before, were 
distributed, and Celia gave the talk,  

featuring different aspects of motherhood, 
fierceness, protectiveness, inventiveness 

and boundless energy, devoted to  
children, from the time of the Old  
Testament to today.  

 
The service was followed by coffee, chat 

and Simnel Cake.  
 
Julia Bush 

 
Saturday 27th April  -  10-12 noon 

CHURCH ROOM 
CHARITY COFFEE MORNING 

Ian's Gift. 

Ian Hubbard is retiring from his post as 

Team Rector after 14 years at Yatton 

Moor. If you have cause to be grateful to 

Ian in anyway, and would like to contribute 

to his leaving gift, please put your offering 

in an envelope marked 'Ian's Gift' (cheques 

to 'Yatton Moor PCC'), in the church  

collection, or in the Quercus mailbox. 

Thank you, Julia Bush  

 
Licensing Service for 
Revd Warren Williams 

 
Warren will be Licensed as an  

Associate Priest on  

Monday April 8th at  

All Saints’ Kingston Seymour at 

7pm.  

 

You are all cordially invited.  

Refreshments in the Village Hall 

will follow the service.      

 

Easter Vestry Meeting at Kenn 
 

27 people attended the Annual Vestry Meeting 
at St. John the Evangelist Church on Palm 
Sunday.   
 
At the meeting, which was conducted by the 
Rev. Canon Peter Bailey, Julia Bush and John 
Ball were thanked for keeping the church  
services going during the interregnum and 
unanimously re-elected for another year.   
 
The meeting ended with hearty applause for 
John and Julia. 
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Planning meeting for Coronation Celebration held on 28th March 2013.  
The Old faithful Kenn Jubilee Committee has reconvened. We need to raise funds for the village 

hall repairs.  
 
Following the outstanding success of the Jubilee Day last year we are going to repeat a winning 

formula. This time we will celebrate The Queen’s Coronation as opposed to the day she became 
Queen.   

 
In true Kenn style the meeting was smooth and swift. Each person reporting back on tasks  
fulfilled. We had each industriously done our, booking, paying deposits, applications,  

contacting, sourcing, researching, planning or printing. The meeting only served to confirm the 
details and develop some ideas further.   

 
To be held on the 2nd June - £10 for adults and £4.50 for children will buy you a fabulous day 
out in Kenn. The ticket will include welcome bubbly, hog roast, children’s games, cream tea, 

disco and barbeque. Also there will be a licensed bar.      The children can dress up in regal 
costume and we will crown a Kenn Queen and King for the day. 

 
Tickets for friends and family are now available from, Hazel, Robin, Marianna, Caroline and 

John.     

             THE VILLAGE MARKET 
 

The March Market was not the busiest we have 
held but all our tables were taken.  
 
There was the usual “buzz” amongst the  
sellers.  
 

We hope a bit of spring-like weather may tempt more people to call in next month on 
Saturday 13

th
 April. 

 
We took £72 pounds so after the Hall fee was paid £47 was given towards the Hall 
renovations. 
 

        Could anyone please volunteer to serve coffee at the April Market? 
        
 If you could help please phone Grace on 872948 or Joyce on 349676            

Book group. 

Book group met to discuss ‘Half of a Yellow Sun’ by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. This book was 
a difficult read. It explored the horrors of civil war Biafra in the 1960’s.  We were all agreed 

that this was a great book which we all enjoyed. We particularly liked the authors style in how 
she developed her characters. 
We will next meet on Monday 22nd April 2013 at 8.00pm. As usual we will meet in The Drum. 

We are going to discuss ‘The Yellow Wallpaper’ by Charlotte Perkins Gilman. This is essentially 
a short story as opposed to a novel.  

             The book group.  
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Useful Numbers: 

 
Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
  Sarah Clark 01934 833307 
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:   
Revd Ian Hubbard  01934 835859  
until 8th April, then Revd. Warren Williams  
 
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball  874077 
 
Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 
 
 

 

Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 
 

 North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

    News & Views:  
     Margaret Ball 01275 874077 
  Email: Margaret.john@btinternet.com 
      Chaseside, Kenn Street, Kenn 

Antique and Quality Furnishings. Collectables  

and Jewellery 

Thursday 4th April 

Thursday 18th April 

  

Viewing at Saleroom 

 Wednesday prior 10am - 7:30pm 

Morning of sale  from 9am  

Quarterly Specialist Sale  

Thursday 23rd May 10.30am  

  

Viewing at Saleroom 

Tuesday 21st May 2pm - 5:30pm 

Wednesday 22nd May 10am - 7:30pm 

Morning of sale from 9am 

  
      

    Coffee Morning 
 
 
Will be held in Kenn Village Hall on Saturday,   
13th April from 10:00am till midday.  

Recycling - 2nd/9th/16th/23rd April 
 
Dustbin -  9th/23rd April 
  
Green Waste - 2nd/16th/30th April 

  Kenn Women’s       
 Institute 
  
 
 
 

Kenn Village Hall, 7:30pm 
Wednesday 10th April 

North Somerset Times 
 

Don’t forget that copies of 
this local newspapers are 
freely available in the bar of 
the Drum and Monkey - 

Wednesday afternoons 
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                      APRIL       
 

Monday 2nd April 7.30pm 
Altar Guild Supper at  

The Drum and Monkey 
 
 

Monday 8th April 7.00pm 
Licensing Service for 

Revd. Warren Williams  
 All Saints Church, Kingston Seymour 

 
 

Monday 8th April 7.30pm 
Kenn Parish Council Meeting 

Kenn Village Hall 
followed by Annual Parish Meeting at 8.00pm 

 
 

Tuesday 9th April  from 12 noon 
“Village Lunch” 

at the Drum & Monkey 
 
 

Wednesday 10th April 7.30pm 
Kenn Women’s  Institute 

Kenn Village Hall 
 

DATES 
 

Thursday 11th April 8.00pm 
Chapter House, Yatton 

Forum - “Enough Food for Everyone IF” 
 

Saturday 13th April 10-12noon 
Village Market & Coffee Morning 

Kenn Village Hall 
 
 

Sunday 14th April  at Yatton 
Ian Hubbard’s ‘leaving do’ 

10.00am Team Farewell Eucharist 
1.00pm Farewell ‘Do’ at The Chapter House 

  
Thursday 18th April 

Yatton Moor Annual Parochial  
Church Meeting 

 7.00 for 7.30pm Kingston Seymour Village Hall 
 

Monday 22nd April 8.00pm 
Book Group meet at The Drum & Monkey 

 
 

Saturday 27th April  10-12 noon 
Charity Coffee Morning 

Church Room 

Dear Margaret 
  
I just wanted to drop you a line to ask you to say a big thank you to the village for being so kind and  
hospitable during the three years we have spent with you.  
 
We have loved living here and thought we would stay for life. Unfortunately my job moved back to London 
within a year of our arriving and despite trying to make it work it proved to be too much of a strain.  
 
I could not find what I wanted in Bristol so I have joined a firm in Salisbury and just this week we sold The 
Cottage to a lovely family who I know will throw themselves into village life. Many thanks and best wishes 
to all our friends and neighbours. We have very fond memories. 
  
James, Patti, Charlie and Tessa 
The Cottage, Duck Lane 
 

May we express our thanks to the Russell family for the  long term ‘loan ‘ of their spare disco/PA  

equipment which will be available for village events, it was a joy to have them living here. 

 

Before they left John Hayden presented James with a pair of drumsticks and a small bowl which he had ‘turned’ on 

his lathe from off cuts of wood from Kenn Village Hall when he was sorting the new rear doors. 

 

We look forward to welcoming the new residents of The Cottage,  
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Raymond Victor Naish, 
 
Raymond Victor Naish born 7th August 1926 at Stonehouse Farm, Kenn passed peacefully away on Monday 
18th March 2013 at home at Cloverlea, his retirement home built in the orchard of Stonehouse Farm, 
 
His funeral service held at St Mary the Virgin, Yatton on Wednesday 27th March was conducted by Revd  
Preb John Andrews, assisted by Revd. Avril Gaunt, with the Rector Ian Hubbard playing the organ. 
 
Two of Ray’s granddaughters, Jerry and Vanessa, paid tribute to their grandfather on behalf of all the grand-
children.  John Griffin’s appreciation of Ray touched on many of the aspects of his life, dedicated to the  
community and to the church. 
 
Around 400 people crowded into St. Mary’s; people from many different walks of life.  Ray had planned the 
service.  The choir of 35, included many people who, in their youth, had sung with Ray at Kenn. 
 
Ray, together with the Revd Frank Stevens was instrumental in bringing me into church and village life, and 
for that I thank God.  We remember with gratitude Ray’s regular contributions, over many years, to Kenn 
News and Views, especially  his articles  on farming, historical items  and about village people.  He wrote so 
well,  because he loved so well. 
 
Some have said that his funeral was ‘fit for a king’ – and nobody would doubt that he deserved it. 

                Margaret 

For Ray 
 
When a great oak grows in a forest, the 
trees around it are shaped by its branch-
es.  
 
When the old tree falls, a great space is 
left.  
 
Only slowly, slowly does the space fill.  
 
The trees that grow in it take on some of 
the characteristics of the old giant, and 
that place will always be influenced, how 
ever faintly, by the tree that was once 
there. 
       
Julia Bush 
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Revd. Preb John Andrews’ address at the funeral of Raymond Victor Naish 

 

Like any good Churchwarden – and he was one of the best – Ray always did what he could to ensure that services 

in Church went smoothly and properly. So it is natural that as this day approached – the day of his own funeral – 

he was very clear about what should happen.  

 

As a man of deep and firm Christian Faith he wanted that Faith to be expressed and extolled... to the end he was an 

example to us all. So he left written instructions on a sheet of A4 labelled My Funeral. 

He wanted this service to be one of thanksgiving for the wonderful life he enjoyed in Kenn and he asked for   

cheerful music preferably from Bach or Handel. He requested Psalm 121 “I will lift up mine eyes to the hills” and 

the Nunc Dimittis. And of course he chose the hymns with his usual care and insight. We Love the Place O God 

expresses his love for the Church and the central part it played in his life; Rock of Ages was chosen because it is a 

Somerset hymn for a Somerset man; and Praise and Thanksgiving because it refers to the countryside which he 

loves so much.  And his wish was to be buried in Kenn Churchyard next to his grand-daughter Samantha. 

 

In the last weeks of his life he spoke to me often about this service – he asked me to take it, for Avril to be  

involved and for Ian to play the organ. He wasn’t afraid of death and he faced it with courage and prayerful humility. 

 

So we have come together as family and friends to fulfil his instructions and to say “good bye.” And this is the best 

way of all that we can say  “God- be- with- you, Ray,” because we say it from the bottom of our hearts and as  

solemnly as we can.  And we say it with love…God’s love…Christ’s love…and our love.  

 

For it’s within this love that Ray has journeyed over the years and did his very best to give love and friendship to 

others. So, with tears of joy we commend love, to a Greater Love. But for us there are, and must be, also tears of 

sorrow. And it’s perhaps not easy to square those tears with words from the heart of the Gospel of John still 

sounding in our ears.  “Let not your hearts be troubled;  trust in God trust also in me”. For if truth be told we are 

troubled… deeply troubled. It’s not easy to find immediate comfort in those words especially for you - the family 

who are grieving most.  For we are troubled and hurt, and the feelings of grief and separation are both numbing 

and disorientating. 

 

We are troubled because even when the head tells us that dying brings its own healing balm and an element of  

relief and thankfulness that there are no more days of suffering – it is nonetheless woven in the heart with the 

sheer awfulness of separation and emptiness.   

 

For even when the days are numbered and we’ve been expecting the end, none of us is really prepared for it when 

it comes. It has robbed us of the day - and somehow the night feels darker and longer.   And sometimes we  

wonder whether dawn will ever come again. And we are troubled because we realise that our faith is sometimes 

fragile - very fragile - when we want it to be so strong.  But strength of course, as we are taught in the Bible, is  

often found in weakness. 

 

So perhaps this is the time to offer our vulnerability, the need to receive help as well as give it, to be honest with 

God and each other about our doubts as well as our faith. For grief is a real part of our living and it can be shared 

with those we love around us.   

 

So we give our sorrow words. And in time with real understanding, with family and friends who stand by us,  who 

are quiet and sensitive to our needs we can begin to make readjustments and find new resolve for living and new 

hope.   “Set your troubled hearts at rest”.  And then the next word is…….. “ trust”  - trust in God says Jesus and 

trust in me. That is the keyword – trust. Trust that in the midst of whatever trouble we’re experiencing or  

expressing that we can simply trust the knowledge that God loses nothing in his creation.  Neither death nor life - 

angels - rulers - powers - things past or present nothing in the end can separate us from the love of God in Christ 

Jesus. 

 

Ray knew this and understood this. He knew about a world that has not yet been brought to its completion. About 

a God who shares in its tragedy and suffering.  About a God who planted a cross at the heart creation and on the 

forehead of every believer, so that we take seriously the truth about the value and destiny of life.  And that it’s a 

struggle, and that there are no shortcuts or cheap or easy answers.  
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Over these past few years Ray had to face up to the end of his own humanity. And we cannot even begin to measure 

how much he was helped by his loving wife Jean and by the children – Heather, who devoted so much time, and Miles 

and Jeff. Ray often spoke of how much he appreciated the support of his children. 

 

Helped too by good and loving friends – who called in regularly to offer their love and support. Strange really….. how 

so often we discover God at work not mostly in the comedy of life but in the pain and the tragedy.  Ray learnt to take 

each day as it came. And within the increasing constraints of his illness to try and live life to the full as best he could.  

 

So today he reminds us that each day is special and precious and that we can, if we choose, make a difference wheth-

er in joy or adversity. “Trust,” says the risen Christ.  “Because I live, you also shall live. In my father’s house are many 

mansions – I am going there to prepare a place for you.” 

 

We can trust in that promise – and let it seep into the fabric of our inner being – hold on to the Christ likeness of 

God whose love comes to us from the other side of death. 

 

We can also trust in calling to mind the many good things we’ve enjoyed together in life - treasured moments of 

shared happiness with family or friends – times of difficulty overcome --  moments of sorrow soothed.  Perhaps  

remember them often …. and so let them increase our own sense of gratitude and thankfulness.  For few things can 

help us go through the years than an increase of gratitude and thankfulness.                        

 

For gratitude helps us to see more clearly that life itself is a gift – not something that we’ve made ourselves… but 

something given……. a gift we've received …a gift to be handed over at the end.  For to die is to hand back to the 

Father his gift of life as we’ve shaped it out of all the sorrows and joys,  failures and achievements over the years. 

 

Today…. Sorrow, yes … but also deep gratitude for Ray who was God’s gift to us. 

 

So….. God be with you Ray. And God be with us too.  You journey away from us …this we know. But we can trust 

that in travelling with Christ we shall never lose you - or forget your smile.  And we shall always know who you are 

with.   For you will remind us that just when we think we’ve come to an end – that there’s a smile at the heart of the 

universe and a voice that comes through space and time that says:    “Not so …not so… I have a new day for you.” 

 

You all know the source of that smile and that voice better than I.  Each of us has our own memories of Ray, our own 

reasons for thanksgiving, our own prayer for him. 

 

My main memories of him are connected with St John’s Church in Kenn where he joined the choir at the age of seven 

and where he served as Churchwarden for more than 30 years and a Church Council member for about 50 years. 

 

He was a wise and trusted counsellor to a succession of Priests, to his fellow Churchwardens and to all who joined 

the worship of that holy place. It will never be quite the same without him but is a stronger and more vibrant  

worshipping Christian community because of him. 

 

But he was never narrow in his outlook and never confined to just one place. He was happy for this service to take 

place here because he knew that you just wouldn’t all have fitted in to St John’s (he suggested we come here). 

 

One of his lasting legacies is the existence of this parish.  He was elected leader of the small group that enabled Kenn, 

Kingston Seymour and Yatton to combine to become the one parish of Yatton Moor. 

 

Jesus said: “In my Father’s house are many mansions.  I go to prepare a place for you.” 

 

We know a place has been prepared for Ray since before the beginning of time and that, with the aid of our love and 

our prayers, he now occupies it. 

 

May he rest in peace – and rise in glory. 

 

Amen. 
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RAYMOND VICTOR NAISH  - John Griffin’s appreciation of Ray given at his funeral service. 
 
I am privileged to be asked by the family to give this tribute for our dear friend Ray, at this thanks 
giving service for his life. I thank Ray’s Grandson Leon for historical notes. 
 
On August the 7

th
 1926 Ray was born as Stonehouse Farm, Kenn. The first child of Victor and Mag-

gie Naish, two much loved sisters, Margaret and Daphne were to follow within the next four years. 
 
At five years old he started at Kenn School, not far to go up the road, but there was a problem, he 
was a very naughty little boy and would not go to school. Parental pressure having failed, an appeal 
was made to his headmistress, two older girls were dispatched to collect Ray and I suspect that he, 
already susceptible to feminine persuasion, after consideration abandoned his principles and  
accompanied them up the street to school.  We can picture little Ray walking hand in hand between 
them up Kenn Street to study his three R’s. 
 
At the age of 11, he failed his 11 plus and was sent to Highdale Secondary Modern in Clevedon.  I 
wonder if cupid had a hand in his failure at the exam, because going to the Secondary Modern 
meant that he met in his class a lovely girl, whose name was Jean Fortune, thirteen years later they 
were to be married and truly lived “happily ever after”. 
 
He left school just before he was 14 to start full-time farming with his father. A fully skilled farm 
worker handling horses and all farm stock by the age of 16. 
 
Ray and Jean were married in 1950. Aged twenty five he is farming on his own account,  working 
twenty acres of his father’s land, with 6 cows and £43.10 shillings in the bank. A wife and their first 
child Miles to provide for, challenging times for the young Naish family.  Ray with hard work and  
enterprise built up his business.  
 
At 30 he was in partnership with his great friend Ralph Bye, dealing mainly with calves, buying at 
local markets and from farms, selling some to slaughter and some for rearing on. They were both 
good judges of livestock, and made an excellent success of the enterprise,  after some years they 
went independent and operated separate businesses.  During this time Jean and Ray’s family had 
been completed by the birth of Son Jeff and Daughter, Heather. 
 
I mentioned Ralph Bye, he like Ray was an only Son, their lives were closely entwined through 
Church, work and families. They had a brother-like relationship with much humour in their banter.  
Their stage appearances at village parties are still remembered by some. The scene, an imaginary 
cow shed. Ralph and Ray in full milking attire, including coats tied up with baler twine on real stools 
with buckets between their knees, hand milking imaginary cows chatting away, the opening line, 
something like “Er Ray, av you eard what Sam’s doing at up Kenn Court” etc. Then they would go 
on without a script relying on their wit and humour, cracking jokes and making gentle fun of many of 
us and themselves until they ran out of inspiration. 
 
In 1966  Ray  took over Stonehouse Farm when his father died. Ray and Jean had moved house 
three times, until settling at “Stonehouse”, where they were to stay for so many years before  
moving in retirement to “Cloverlea” about 10 years ago. 
 
A busy and demanding life but at the same time Ray was fully involved in Kenn Village, over the 
years no-one was to give more of their time, energy and support to village organisations.  
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The Rev. John Andrews has spoken about his church life, at the same time Ray was a member of 
the Parish Council for over forty years, Chairman for eight, Hall Committee Member and Chair of 
the Social Committee.  
 
Ray gave himself without reserve, he was a ‘Yes Man’ ask for help and the answer was always 
“Yes!”. He possessed the most amazing memory, he could remember the names of Kenn people 
and where they lived 50/60 years ago. He was famous for his recall, and wrote articles for the  
village magazine, taking us back through the post-war years, wartime into the ‘30’s, who lived in 
Kenn and how they lived. From a mostly quiet horse powered age, to the thunder of the M5 running 
through the Parish. 
 
Ray was not one for travelling, he never left the UK, rumour has it he did once travel as far as  
Scotland. Content to be on his own patch, within a few miles of Kenn, surrounded by all that was 
important to him, Jean and their family, with which they had the most happy family life situation. All 
three children living within a few minutes, except to say Jeff that is, who did rather stray. He was all 
of two miles away up at West End, Nailsea. Ray had early encouraged Miles and Jeff into their own 
businesses, their considerable success was a cause of satisfaction and pride to him. They spoke 
each day, and he was well informed on their affairs, how many acres were being farmed, how many 
ewes were lambing, when the mares would drop their foals, and what were market prices buying 
and selling like. Another absorbing interest and source of pride was the grandchildren and what 
they were all doing with their lives. Heather, at least a once a day visitor, and sometimes more  
often was a constant source of comfort and joy to her parents. 
 
Our families had been friends since 1940, Victor Naish and Archie Griffin being Kenn’s two wartime 
special constables, Ray and I would wonder whether the smart police style uniforms compared with 
the Home Guard Khaki, influenced their decision to be specials. 
 
Like some of you here, I cannot remember life when Ray was not part of it, for 60 years I sang with 
him in St John’s choir and served on all the committees with him at some time or other, following 
him as P C Chair. His example in committee with his gentle reasoning, advice, quiet manner and 
humour, never once, to my knowledge, losing his temper was something I appreciated. 
I like many have good reason to be grateful for his encouragement and influence, in preparing 
these notes and bearing in mind his seniority,  I realise he was something of a benevolent older 
brother to me. It has been said we should seek in life friends we look up to, that’s how I felt about 
him. 
 
The presence of this large congregation here today and over a 140 letters and cards of condolence 
and appreciation so far received,  says much about the affection and respect he enjoyed, and enjoy 
it he did. He loved all those folk dropping in to Cloverlea to reminisce and to bring him up to date on 
happenings or learning from him, on his beloved village affairs. You could call and have to wait your 
turn if he was already holding court.  A gentle, emotional soul, he seemed to forget our faults and 
failings and just concentrated on our better qualities, giving us freely and generously his friendship. 
Ray’s passing is a life changing event for Jean and all the family, they have our sympathy and  
loving support today and as they face the future. 
 
In seeking my last few words, I realise that I have seen Ray in all his important life roles; Son, 
Brother, Husband, Father, Grandfather, Great Grandfather, Village and Church man. He fulfilled all 
these with true devotion but something more, a joyful devotion. He was a character and a very 
good, kind man, tolerant and optimistic when facing life’s disappointments.    We know that his 
passing is the end of an era,  and we will not see his like again. But while we live, he will not be  
forgotten. We have been privileged to share much or just a little of his long and well lived life. 
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Ray Naish 
 

On the first Sunday after we moved into Kenn in the autumn of 1987 a smart gentleman 
dressed up in his Sunday best knocked on our door.   He introduced himself as Ray Naish, the 
farmer at Stonehouse Farm, and welcomed us to the village.    

 
He told us that our children were welcome at any time to visit his farm and see the animals.  

He was totally sincere in this offer as Amy and her friend Kelly Burstow spent many an hour playing 
on the farm taking advantage of Ray and Jean’s kindness. 

 
 It has been such a pleasure in the years since to know both Ray and Jean.   We have learnt 
so much from Ray over the years about the village, its characters, history, farming, and church  
matters.    He always took the time and trouble to talk to people, and put so much effort into his 
writings for this magazine and Moor News.   He had a genuine interest in every family in Kenn both 
past and present.   He and Jean’s home was always an “open house” to anyone who cared to call, 
to pick up the church key, buy some eggs, or any other matter. 
 
 Many of us will remember his friendly smile as he passed you a hymnbook on entering the 
church during his many years as church warden.   Ray’s singing in church was a joy to be heard.   
Amy was touched that he made the effort to sing in the choir at her and Matt’s wedding in the  
summer of 2005 when his health had just begun to fail. 
 
 Many of us have enjoyed Ray’s summer walks, taking us to areas we may otherwise have 
never discovered and once again sharing his extensive knowledge.  He was determined to continue 
these as long as he could.   We still enjoy walking in the orchard behind his farm that was so dear 
to him. 
  
 Ray cared about people.  He maintained his friendships from past days at Kenn School and 
through to those in the farming community.   He enquired after those who became ill and visited 
those who were in hospital or in nursing homes.   How many times have we read in this magazine 
accounts of people’s lives written caringly by Ray? 
 
 Now, sadly it is his turn.  We as a family felt we would like to write for him.   In our opinion 
Kenn has been a very much better place because of Ray Naish.         He was a truly remarkable 
character and very special “gentleman”.   We do not believe Kenn will be quite the same without 
him. 
    Thank you, Ray!       

             The  Bedford family 

 

Donations in memory of Ray can be made to 

Ambleside Renal Unit and  

Weston Hospicecare Ltd  

to Keith C. Britton & Son, 10 High Street,  

Yatton,  North Somerset BS49 4JA 

Supplementary note to John Griffin’s tribute: 
 
 
I used the phrase, “end of an era”.  
There were three men at the centre of village life 
for many, many years: Sam Dyer of Kenn Court, 
Ralph Bye of Kenn Pier Farm and Ray Naish of 
Stonehouse Farm.  All three have become part of 
our village history. Now that Ray has left us,  
therefore my phrase, “end of an era” truly applies. 
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RAY NAISH 
 
There will be a great many tributes to Ray as he was a man of many interests but I should like to record my 
appreciation of his work on the Parish Council.   
 
He was a Councillor from 1961 until 2002 and had two spells as Chairman, 1976 to 1980 and 1995 to 2002.   
 
He brought a great deal of wisdom, local knowledge and common sense to the task and was       always a 
delight to work with. He asked me if I would become Clerk in 1976 when the former Clerk Ray Dean, died in 
office. 
 
The achievement of which he was most proud was securing the present boundaries of the village.  We were 
able to negotiate with the Boundary Commission to adjust the boundary to include the outlying farms which 
considered themselves to be in Kenn but were in actual fact in the parishes of Yatton or Clevedon.   
 
The boundary at that time actually went through the middle of Portbury House Farm!  That will be  his lasting 
legacy. 
 
Ray was motivated by love of his home, family, village and Church and was practising the Big Society long 
before it ever became a political concept.   
 
He will be greatly missed by us all. 
 
 
Ann Holtham 

Ray Naish 
 
It is with great sadness that I find myself  writing this.  When I first heard about Ray’s passing, I considered 
writing something, but dismissed the idea, as I felt ill-qualified and that it was best left to the village ‘elders’.   
 
The more I considered it, I came to the  conclusion that Ray was such an open  approachable man, who 
never made you feel insignificant.  He was able to reach out and engage with the young and the old.  He 
would, I am sure not mind who was writing about him. 
 
He was an extremely interesting and  knowledgeable man and was just as interested in what you had to say.   
 
He was so involved in the fabric of many of our lives.  Many village children grew up visiting Stonehouse 
Farm where Ray was more than happy to show them the animals.   
 
He entertained many people on his walks - his local knowledge was second to none - a huge regret is that I 
never went on one due to having a young family. As a history lover and country-loving farmer’s daughter  
myself, I know I would have loved them. 
 
Ray was a self-appointed ambassador for the village, in that he used to introduce himself to any newcomers 
and wholeheartedly welcome them into village life.  I am only sorry that due to his ill health these last few 
years, several villagers would not have had the privilege of meeting Ray. 
 
Ray was a contemporary of my later father and his passing has reignited my feeling of loss. Both Ray and 
my Dad were  huge characters, characters that were synonymous with Kenn and certainly the like of which 
we shall never see again.  It was an honour to have known him. 
 
Kenn is a sadder place without the likes of Ray and my Dad, but what a wonderful place heaven must be. 
 
Clare Stowell-Hibbs 
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Raymond Victor Naish 
 
Following the death of Ray  Naish this week, I would like to put an article in the village magazine as a tribute 
to his enormous contribution to local history over  many years. 
 
Ray has been an infinite source of information and enjoyment to many of us with his “Down on the Farm” 
articles every month in Moor News, but also, Ray has been a tremendous friend and helper to myself and 
others with his love of local history and in helping us to record it for the Historical Society in Kingston  
Seymour and further afield. 
 
The following article may be of interest to anyone who has an  interest in Kingston Seymour and Kenn  
history during the World War Two years.  It was contributed by Ray for a local History book that was put  
together some years ago now. 
 
We all miss Ray very much and wish his family our sincere condolences in the loss of such a  
significant person who meant so much to so many. 
 
Jane Bell,  Kingston Seymour Historical Society 

 
Ray wrote the following: 

 
Our family moved into Stonehouse Farm, Kenn, in 1924, the farmhouse and building have now been sold.    
We moved in the year 2000, ending 76 years of occupation.  I doubt if any other family will ever live there for 
such a long time. 
 
During the last war, when a bomb dropped in the garden there, a tremendous amount of damage was done 
to the house. Alfred my grandfather, was upstairs in bed at the time and when we got up there to see if he 
was still alive, he was sitting up in bed, which was covered with glass from the window and plaster from the 
ceiling.  He was unhurt, and eventually died at the farm in 1944 aged 86. 
 
When the war broke out on 3rd September 1939, my father and mother received a telegram from relatives 
who lived in London. It was sent by May Walters who was the eldest daughter of Oliver Kingcott, to say that 
they would be arriving next day to stay at the farm because they were afraid the London area would be 
bombed.  She duly arrived with her three sons.   
 
Within a few days Oliver, his wife and  two more daughters arrived, they were Rose and Kate. Rose had one 
daughter, Kate was single but engaged to an Airman.  We didn’t have enough room to put them all up so my 
father and mother took Oliver and his London born wife to the next village, Kingston Seymour, to stay with 
my grandparents Tom and Alice Simmons.  When they got there, Oliver’s wife Florence refused to stay 
there, she was scared of the narrow roads in the village and the rhynes that were on the road-sides.  Next 
day she and Oliver returned to London.  Rose and Kate only stayed with us a short time.  May and her family 
stayed about six months before returning to their home in Hornchurch, Essex, as they thought there was 
less bombing in the London area than there was in North Somerset, 
 
Later in the war some more Kingcott relatives came to stay, this was Elsie Waglan and her daughter May, 
who had been injured by a flying bomb, a doodlebug, when riding on a bus, and had had her ear severed, 
however they were able to save her ear by sewing it back on. 
 
On another occasion, 25th September 1940, my father, Victor Naish and I were picking up apples in my 
grandfather’s orchard at “Court House” at Kingston Seymour, when we heard the drone of planes coming up 
from the south coast of England,   Within a short time they were overhead, flying very low.  We could see the 
German markings on them, I counted them, there were eighty six!  As they passed over us I saw one plane 
leave the formation to dive bomb Yatton which was about two miles away.  I think the target was a large  
factory but the bombs missed.  Next day we learned that the planes had been heading for Filton Aircraft 
works, which they bombed, killing many people  Filton is just north of Bristol.  I was fifteen years old at the 
time. 
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Deryck Bell - Bell-ringing news. 
 

I rang the "Nine Tailors" for Deryck Bell prior to his memorial service, together with one stroke for each of his 88 
years.  

 

Geoff Marchant 
 

Ray Naish - Bell-ringing News 
 

 
I rang the "Nine Tailors" for Ray before service on Sunday 24th March and Eleanor and I also got to Kenn in time to 

toll the muffled bell before his interment in Kenn churchyard yesterday.  

 
I like to think that when the muffled bell is let down afterwards and finishes off on open, joyful, striking it signifies 

the "rising in glory" bit of the funeral service.  
 

I think it appropriate here to repeat Ray's favourite quotation about Kenn bell... 

 
"Unlike other places, at Kenn we ring only one bell for a wedding, but all the bells for a funeral."  

 
(For those who don't know, we only have ONE bell at Kenn!) May he rest in peace.  

 
As I walked down to the library in Yatton on Thursday morning to send you this e-mail I thought "How appropriate, 

where Ray is laid to rest in Kenn churchyard his grave is bathed by this glorious sunshine, the trees are budding, the 

snow has stopped, no doubt the birds are singing, and what better place for him to be, by the church and fields he 
loved so much."  Geoff.  

 
 

PS We noted that Yatton tenor bell was also tolled before the thanksgiving service.  

Deryck Russell Bell  15th September 1924 - 13th February 2013 
 
 
 
       St. John the Evangelist, Kenn was filled to capacity on the 1st 
        March for the funeral service and burial of  Deryck Bell.   
      
       The service was conducted by  Revd. Avril Gaunt  and   
        was followed by a gathering at the  Village Hall. 
 
       We extend our deepest sympathy to Renee and her family. 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We would like to thank everyone who came to Deryck Bell's funeral on 1st March.  He would have been 
pleased to see his family, friends and neighbours celebrate his life.    Our thanks go to all those in the  
village who helped us with the organisation of his funeral and the refreshments afterwards. 
Hilary, Ian and Rosalind 
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KENN W.I. 
 
 

 
Members and visitors spent a delightful evening with one 
of our members, Edna Baber, learning how to make icing 
flowers ready for our Easter cakes.  Most of us managed 
a daisy  but  there  were  some  very  beautiful  pinks, 
daffodils, roses, leaves and snowdrops to be seen.  Edna 

is a very talented lady and we are very grateful to her for passing on her skill and expertise. 
 
Plans are being made for our Summer Outing.  We are deciding whether to go to Coldharbour Mill 
in Devon or to Kilver Court Gardens in Shepton Mallet.  The annual event that members arrange for 
the charity of their choice will be a Silent Auction.         More details will be given when they are 
available.  The money this year will go to the Air Ambulance. 
 
The speaker at the April meeting will be Gerry Watkins who will talk about greyhound and lurcher 
rescue.  She will be bringing her dogs with her so is you would like to meet them and Gerry please 
come along on Wednesday 8

th
 April, 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall.  You will be very welcome. 

 
Ann Holtham 
 
 

 

We can feed everyone 'IF' ................. is a campaign gathering strength to address the 

obscenity that is World Hunger. Over 140 agencies, Environmental, Trade, Faith and Political, 

are joining together to raise awareness of ways we can increase food production and empower 

the most vulnerable of the world's people to get a fairer deal in life. 

  

It's an enormous, complex phenomenon, and no-one says it's easy, but just because of that, it 

doesn't mean it can't be achieved. Think of the Berlin Wall, seemingly there for ever, where is 

it now? Chris Schmidt, the founder of the Eden Project, calls it a 'Tinkerbell Moment' .  In 

Peter Pan, the ailing fairy Tinkerbell appeals to the audience 'I think if enough of you believe 

in me, I could get well' She recovers when the audience applaud. Chris Schmidt says, when 

enough people believe something can happen, they can achieve it. 

  

Celia Andrews, Sue Thomas and I went to a Christian Aid event in Holy Week and were told 

about Christian Aid’s involvement and coming action  at the G8 summit in London in June. 

  

If you want to know more, locally, there is a 'Forum' on 11th April in the Chapter house at St 

Mary's, Yatton at 8pm Speaker Gillian Alexander 

  

More info next month 

Julia Bush 
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THE PARISH OF YATTON MOOR - SERVICES FOR APRIL 2013 
 
 

1st Sunday   7th April  THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER      WHITE 
 
8.00am  Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour   
10.00am  Team Communion at Cleeve  
6.00pm Evensong at Kenn  
 
  
Second Monday  8th April 
 
7pm     Licensing of Warren Williams at Kingston Seymour 
 
 
2nd Sunday   14th April THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER                          WHITE 
 
10.00am Team Farewell Eucharist Service at Yatton  
  Followed by Ian’s “Leaving Do” in the Chapter House at 1pm 
 
 
3rd Wednesday 17th April 
11.00am       Holy Communion at Kenn 
 
 
3rd Sunday  21st  April THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                     WHITE 
 
8.00am  Holy Communion at Claverham  
9.30am  Parish Communion at Yatton   
9.30am  Holy Communion at Cleeve  
11.00am Holy Baptism at Claverham ~ Benjamin Arthur & Sebastian Stuart Durie 
11.00am  Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour   
12.15pm Holy Baptism at Yatton ~  
 Colette Dorothea Passell, Natasha Cornish & Sophie Mary Williams 
6.00pm  Evensong Kenn    
 
 
4th Sunday  28th April THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                            WHITE 
 
8.00am Holy Communion at Yatton  
8.00am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour  
9.30am Parish Communion at Yatton   
11.00am Family Service at Cleeve  
11.00am Family Service at Kenn  
6.00pm Holy Communion at Claverham   
6.30pm Ecumenical Evening Service at Yatton Methodist Church  
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Down on the Farm 
 
I write these notes on one of the first sunny days we’ve had this spring, finally it has stopped raining and 
we’ve had several dry weeks throughout the early part of March and a period of frosty weather. Fortunately 
the land has dried sufficiently for much of the arable land to be ploughed and planted with spring crops. We 
hope for a decent crop to restock depleted supplies. 
 
As we speak the lambing season is in full swing, the length and breadth of the country with the hill flocks to 
start lambing early April. Many early west country flocks will be nearly finished by now. 
 
Any hopes for an early spring seem optimistic as the ground was waterlogged and then chilled by frost. 
Many farmers will be anxiously looking at the remains of their winter feed and hoping to be able to turn 
their cattle and sheep on to the spring pastures in early April. Lamb crops are looking quite promising, con-
sidering the tough conditions the ewes suffered during pregnancy. 
 
As a result of the horse meat scandal, beef and lamb prices have risen as the housewife has returned to buy-
ing British produce. The price rise is welcomed by hard pressed farmers who have had an extremely difficult 
year, with animal feed prices rising month on month. 
 
The wild birds must think spring is approaching, as the Rooks and Jackdaws have been industriously           
collecting cast wool from the fields to line their nests; and Blue Tits and Great Tits have been visiting nest 
boxes and rebuilding their nests. 
 
Hoping for some badly needed sunshine and spring weather to lift spirits in the farming community. 
 
Owing to  the late Ray Naish’s ill health these notes were dictated by Miles Naish and written by Leon Naish. 
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Be aware! 
 
 

Noisy Neighbours Festival has been  
advertised on the internet for several 

weeks now. 
 

They are advertising ‘music’ from  
 

12pm - 6am 1st-2nd June 2013 (18 hours) 
 

At The Hand Stadium, Davis Lane, Kenn. 
 

5000 + capacity! 3 Arenas 18+ 
 

Coaches from all over England and Wales 
 

If you are concerned about this please  
contact North Somerset Council 
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Neighbourhood Watch 
 
received 11th March 
 
Please be aware of Bogus Callers, Telephone Scams and bad 
business practice! 
 
A resident in Weston-super-Mare received a call implying 
they are paying too much council tax as their band is    
incorrect for their property and that the company will 
try to recover it for a non-refundable fee of £195. 
Residents can approach the council for a Tax band query/
check FREE OF CHARGE 
 
Resident received a telephone call from a person stating 
there is a problem on their     computer and they can fix it for a price, which may not be 
refundable. 
 
If you are approached uninvited for matters or work that you are not expecting, be cau-
tious! If you need work undertaken, seek your own companies, get advice, get recommenda-
tions! 
 
received 15th March 
 
Hello, This message is from Maggie Evans at Weston Police Station. You are probably aware 
that there continues to be a steady stream of burglaries across North Somerset and  
particularly the villages.      The investigation into finding the criminals is ongoing and 
currently no one has been arrested.  In order to assist the police, we would like to hear 
from any member of the public who witnesses anyone acting suspiciously; details of any  
related vehicles and about anyone or thing that appears to look out of place.   
Please do not hesitate to ring 101 immediately, or if you suspect that a burglary is in  
progress, ring 999. 
 
If you would like some advice on home security and would like a home visit, please ring 101 
and your PCSO will be able to arrange an appointment to see you. 
 
 
If you have information about any crime, phone the police on 101 or you can call anonymous-
ly to the independent charity CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111.  For general information about 
Neighbourhood Watch nationally see the www.ourwatch.org.uk website. 

 

Margaret’s  Mutterings  -                    

Click   http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/0/football/21872193  to see Jack Butland being  interviewed for the 

BBC.       

 

On the subject of Jack there was an article about him in The Times (not the North Somerset Times) 

pages 12/13 sports  section 11th March - written by Peter Lansley -         Peter came to Kenn for the 

interview and had lunch with his proud mother Glenis Lansley (nee Jones) at the Drum and Monkey -  

both the Drum and Monkey and Kenn News & Views got a mention - fame at last.  
 

Copy for May issue  as soon as you have it - Email : Margaret.john@btinternet.com  Fax 01275 342050 -   

Phone 078 1667 1304 John’s mobile.  

http://www.ourwatch.org.uk
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/0/football/21872193
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Bird News 

 

At the beginning of the month, Chris Blake from Orchard End called to report a Grey 

Partridge in the nearby orchard.       This is an unusual record and was probably a 

released bird - even if so it had survived for about eight months. Other birds of this 

species have turned up locally; there were five at Portbury Wharf last year.  Then on 

the 19th  March Chris sent me pictures of a Siskin on his feeder - Rob Treble and 

John Croxton reported similarly on the same day. I am always interested to hear of 

local bird sightings. 

 

At the sea wall a pair of Pintail were a surprise. On the 14th March a Chiffchaff  was 

singing but on the same day the wintering Merlin was present. Five days later a sun-

ny morning persuaded Lapwings to display and Skylarks to sing. A beautiful male 

Wheatear looked to be newly arrived from Africa. 

 

Treecreepers have been active on bright mornings in Littlewood as have Great Spotted 

Woodpeckers and Siskins have returned to feed on alder seeds. A few Redwings and 

Fieldfares have been seen, held up by poor weather on their journey north. The Pied 

billed Grebe is still on the Somerset Levels and seems pretty settled. 

 

April is migration month - I usually spot my first Swallow on the wires by the Bridge 

Inn. 

 

Trevor Riddle.    01934 835208. 

News of Villagers living away 
 

 
Harry Viles passed away at Frome Hospital on the 27th March aged 90.           
 
We send our condolences to his widow Trixie and her family.  Trixie, the only daughter of Harry and 
Effie Gale, grew up in Kenn at The Orchards with her brothers  Bob and John.  John Griffin tells me 
that when he was a child Trixie Gale was his Sunday school teacher. 
 
 
Grace Threadgold (nee Avis)  passed away on the 6th March.  Grace had kept in contact with the 
village and was a friend of Pam Stuckey.  Several times Grace was a guest at the Annual Christmas 
Party. 
 
 
 
Pam Stuckey who lived at Carpenters Farm and Little Carpenters celebrated her 90th birthday on 
the 27th March.  
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Bird News - looking back. 

 

I have been reading through the Avon Bird Reports for 1979 and 1980 and they  

provide a good indication of some of the changes in our local bird populations over the 

last thirty odd years. 

 

Eight Bewick's Swans were at Buckland’s Pool - that's called Backwell Lake now (and 

strictly speaking the species is now Tundra Swan). Whatever their name they are very 

shy creatures and human visitors to the site must have been hugely less than today. 

 

A covey of Grey Partridges was seen at Congresbury Moor - there are none now   

excepting any released birds and Redshanks were breeding locally. 

 

Nightingales were singing in the Gordano Valley and Cuckoos were reported from 67 

localities in Avon.   Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers were noted at 27 places and the  

editor felt the need to comment 'they must surely be overlooked'. 

 

Hawfinches were seen and were probably nesting at Cadbury Camp, Tickenham and 

Yellowhammers seem to have been too numerous to get a mention (the bird report 

was a small publication in those days) 

 

On the other side of the coin, there were no egrets, few hobbies or peregrines and in 

1979 just two ravens were reported in South Avon ( that is North Somerset, BANES 

and Bristol south of the river) and although not evident from the report far smaller 

numbers of birds visited gardens. 

 

Trevor Riddle - Tel 01934 835208 

Everything will be alright in the end 

If it is not  alright,  then it is not the end. 
 

Quote from “The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel 

 Marie Curie Appeal -Thank you 

 
Elizabeth Mcgivern would like to thank 

everyone who donated to the collection  
at the Village Market in March. 

 
She collected £67.22  

 
The Kenn Hangings 
 

An updated booklet with the full story of 

the Kenn Hangings written by  
Derek and Jane Lilley  

is now available for sale at: 

£5 per copy from John and Grace Griffin. 
01275 872948 

FORUM – CHAPTER HOUSE  
8pm Thursday 11th April 

Speaker – Gillian Alexander 
Christian Aid Regional Coordinator 

“Enough Food For Everyone  - IF”  
Campaign 

ALL WELCOME 
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